
ROCHDALE METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

HEALTH OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE 
COUNCIL 

 
REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE HEALTH OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE  

TO THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 15th APRIL 2015 
 

Thank you Madam Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
 
TRANSPORT STUDY GROUP 
 
The Transport Study Group has met twice recently and at the second meeting we received 
a detailed presentation from representatives of Transport Solutions Limited who explained 
their operational procedures for receiving bookings and conveying patients, relatives and 
carers to and from hospitals across the greater Manchester area and beyond. Future 
meetings of the Group will include a visit to the offices of Arriva so Members can see, at 
first hand, how effective these services are. The Group is not going to be able to finish its 
work in this Municipal year and it will be necessary for it to continue to meet in 2015/2016  
 
First meeting on 28th November 2014 and met again on 16th January, which is just after the 
publication date for the Council meeting’s agenda. The Study Group comprises five 
Members, from different parties and its remit is to examine the numerous issues around 
transportation issues for patients, and their relatives/carers traveling to and from hospitals 
across Greater Manchester. From recent personal experience I know how delicate an 
issue this is for so many people in the Borough, especially for our residents who have to 
rely on public transport. We intend to look into the operations of Arriva Transport Limited, in 
the Borough and beyond. (Since this paragraph was written, I have also used this mode of 
transport.)  
 
People should bear in mind and not be confused with North West Ambulance. They are still 
delivering emergency services. Whereas Arriva deal with scheduled appointments to and 
from hospitals and clinics. 
 
Our next meeting will be on the 2nd April. Which; is after the deadline date for reports to be 
in for the printers. This I believe will be done in the new Municipal year; as a report will 
have to go to a future Cabinet. 
 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING BOARD 
 
A key aspect of the Health O&S Committee’s programme is to directly scrutinise the work 
of the Health and Wellbeing Board. In this regard I was pleased to see on the agenda of 
our last meeting, on 1st April 2015, a number of issues that have previously been 
considered by the Health and Wellbeing Board, namely: the Joint Strategic Needs 
Assessment (JSNA); the Mental Health and Wellbeing Strategy, the Healthy Lifestyles 
Strategy, a report detailing the governance arrangements for the Health and Wellbeing 
Board and a report on Integrated Commissioning. 
 
A note to any future Chair or Vice-Chair of the Health O/S Committee. To make sure they 
are invited to the Health and Wellbeing Boards’ meetings as an observer. As I have been 
promised for the last two years.  
 
JSNA 
 
With regard to the JSNA the Committee devoted its meeting in February to the 
development workshop type session relating to the JSNA, which will was facilitated by staff 



from the Council’s Public Health Service. This was a very beneficial session for which 
Members of the Committee were appreciative and from which they learned a great deal. I 
was pleased that not only Members of the Committee were in attendance as several other 
Councillors attended to. The comments and suggestions proposed by Members at this 
meeting will be fed into the Public Health’s team Consultation and will form part of the 
refreshed Strategy (for 2015 – 2018) which will be launched later on this year, with Council 
approval. 
      
 GPS’ STRUCTURES 
 
Something either this committee or other health bodies should be also looking into; is GP’s 
surgery structures. A lot of complaints locally are around not getting to see a doctor, 
because residents feel it is the receptionists running the surgeries. (Please do not shoot 
the messenger). I do believe most doctors would not refuse some sort of scrutiny. Let’s 
face it; that IS our role anyway. I do know a lot of GPs’ do now have longer surgery hours 
including opening at weekends. Yet there are residents that still cannot get in to see a GP 
after three weeks. 
 
PENNINE ACUTE TRUST 
 
In North Manchester General there are empty beds in some wards. Not because people 
don’t need them; but because operations are being cancelled. This partly being that 
Operating Theatres are full up on a daily basis.  
 
Food menus have improved a great deal. 
 
I would love to see a group from local health bodies do a visit to Salford Royal Hospital. To 
see how all departments work. Which I have been very impressed with since July of 2014; 
and have stated so on a number of occasions. It is because of personal experiences and 
information from other people; I feel the Pennine Acute Should do a visit regardless of 
present status. We all have room to improve myself included. 
 
OTHER ISSUES: 
  
A major question the next Health O/S Committee should ask and scrutinise for the local 
community is, with all the money coming to AGMA Health; what does that mean for the 
people of the Borough of Rochdale? People are asking! 
 
It has been a privilege to represent the Borough as the Chair of Health O/S. Health is so 
important to all of us. My thanks to all the committee members for their support and 
commitment. Also to the officers who have worked with me over the last twelve months. 

 
 
 
 

Councillor Linda Robinson 
Chair - Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
 
 

Thank you Madam Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Health and Partnerships Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee. 



 


